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) 37TH ANNUAL EASTERN ARCTIC PATROL 


It's E,A.P, time again. 

A changing north, used now to the crackling of radio and the roar 
of aircraft, is preparing for what is still the greatest event of the year in 
many settlements: the 37th annual Eastern Arctic Patrol, leaving Montreal 
June 27 aboard the Canadian Government Ship ''C,D. Howe'"',. 

Taking administrators, doctors, nurses, scientists, welfare 
workers, police, a post master and a school inspector on a 10,000-mile 
voyage through ice-strewn waters as far north as Grise Fiord, 700 miles 
beyond the Arctic Circle, the Eastern Arctic Patrol remains the chief link 
with many remcte communities. It is also the most effective way of providing 
some 2,500 Eskimos with complete medical examinations and a chance " 
talk over their needs with the people responsible for their welfare. 

The 'C,D, Howe'! will visit some 28 settlements, drop vital 
supplies all along its route and transport three Eskimo families from Port 
Harrison to new hunting grounds. at Grise Fiord, where they will join other 
former Port Harrison people who have been in the high Arctic for some years. 

The ship is to return early in October, 

A 12-man medical team from the Department of National Health 


and Welfare will give chest X-rays, physical and dental check-ups and 
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innoculations to all Eskimos within reach. 3224 5 Ae a. i 
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Educational and recreational films with sound-tracks in the 
Eskimo language will be shown to Eskimos who come from their distant 
camps to the ship. Photographs and tape-recorded messages from relatives 
in hospitals in southern Canada will also be delivered, Pictures will be 
taken and voice messages recorded in answer to these greetings. 

Northern Affairs officers will go ashore in every port to discuss 
community business with residents. 

A number of ex-patients from sanatoria and hospitals seutside 
the Arctic will be repatriated and new patients picked up en route wherever 
they are found, The 'Howe's'Eskimo quarters were enlarged last year to 
accommodate 42 patients. 

Eskimos returning north on the ''Howe'! will be able to produce 
handicrafts and make carvings from a supply of materials on board. 

Robbed of its uniqueness by modern communications, the Eastern 
Arctic Patrol is nevertheless a part of life in the north, and a sense of 
drama still attends each voyage as it did three quarters of a century ago, 

The first Patrol was made aboard the steamship ''Neptune'! es 
1884, four years after Great Britain transferred control over the Arctic 
Islands to Canada. The ship did not travel beyond Hudson Strait, where it 
investigated magnetic conditions, 

Several expeditions followed, but a regular series of Patrols was 
not begun until 1903 when Norwegian explorers challenged Canadian sovereignty 
over the Arctic. 

After World War I permanent settlements of white men gradually 
dotting the Arctic created a need for more extensive administrative, ees 


education and health services. This led to a still unbroken series of annual 
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Eastern Arctic Patrols, the first of which was made in 1922 on theS.S, 
"Arctict, 

After the 'Arctic'! the Patrol sailed in a number of other vessels 
including the Hudson's Bay Company's R.M.S,. ''Nascopie", which was 
wrecked off Cape Dorset in 1947. The 'C,D, Howe", the first Canadian 
ship built expressly as an Arctic patrol vessel, was put into service in 
1950 by the Department of Transport, 

Walter Rudnicki, Chief of Welfare in the Arctic Division, will be 
Officer-in-Charge responsible for the Department of Northern Affairs 
program and for co-ordinating all Patrol activities from Montreal to 
Churchill, At Churchill, D. Fraser Symington will take over for the second 
leg of the journey. D.,W. Trent and Miss M.M, Onslow will assist the 
Officer in charge. 

R. Leamy will review vital statistical records and A.E, Spalding 
will be the interpreter. The entire Northern Affairs staff is from Ottawa. 

Dr. I,.F. Kennedy of Cumberland, Ont., will be in charge of the 
medical staff during the first part of the voyage. Dr. R. Hayward of Oswego, 
Ont., will take over from him at Churchill. 

Dr. R.T. Towson of Kitchener, Ont., will be the radiologist to 
Churchill, where Dr. J, Lee of Hamilton, Ont., will take over, 

The Post Office Department will be represented by D. Rutherford 
of Ottawa. 

Capt. Ambrose Shea of St. John's, Nfld., will inspect the 


Canadian Rangers in the various settlements, and F/O G.L, Parent of 
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Three Rivers will brief local representatives of the Ground Observer Corps. 

The 'C.D. Howe"! will carry five R.C.M.P. personnel to new 
posts. At Port Harrison Cst, PLR. Gibson of the local Detachment will 
join the ship to Churchill. He will be posted in Nova Scotia. 

Cpl. G.K,. Sargent of Grise Fiord will be posted at Coppermine. 
He will be relieved by Cst. Edgar A. Kuhn, formerly of British Columbia, 
At Cape Christian Cst, J.P.F, Plourde, bound for the force's 'C'! Division 
in Montreal, will be relieved by Cst. F,J. Scotti of B.C, 

Ice at the entrance to Hudson Strait is what prevents the ''Howe'!! 
from sailing earlier, Ships cannot go through the dense ice-fields until the 
summer sun has softened the ice-pack and this does not occur until the first 


week of July. 
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